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Amendments to the Claims: 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions and listing of claims in the 
application. 

Listing of Claims: 

1 . (Currently Amended) A computer system, comprising: 
a first computer; 

a plurality of storage systems conn e ct coupl ed to the first computer over a 
network; and 

a second computer conn e ct coupl ed to the first computer and the plurality of 
storage systems, 

wherein the first computer sends a request to the second computer, 

wherein t he second computer has inc l ud e s information about the plurality of 
storage systems, selects, in response to athe request from the first computer, one of 
the plurality of storage systems meeting the request based on the information, and 
transmits a command to the selected one of the plurality of storage systems for 
creating a storag e ar e a logical volume which is constructed on a physical disk device 
of the one of the plurality of storage systems for use by the first computer based on 
the request of the first computer, 
wherein 

the one of the plurality of storage systems creates the storago area logical 

volume meeting the request of the first computer in accordance with the command, 
and forwards a creation completion notice to the second computer, 
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wherein 

after receiving the notice, the second computer notifies the first computer of 

path information of an access path from the first computer to f er-the storag e ar e a 
logical volume in the one of the plurality of storage systems created by the one of the 
plurality of storage systems. 

2. (Currently Amended) A computer system according to claim 1 , 
wherein the 

information about the plurality of storage systems is information about a 

security level of each of the plurality of storage systems, 
wherein 

the request e fsent by the first computer to the second computer is a request 

for creating the storag e ar e a logical volume which makes it possible to secure thea 
high security level to b e h i gh . 

3. (Currently Amended) A computer system according to claim 2, 

wherein each of the plurality of storage systems has an interface device 

coupled to the network for communicating with the first computer via the network, 

wherein the information about the security level is information about whether 
or not athe interface device in each of the storage systems us e d for conn e ct i on with 
th e n e twork can execute ana ciphered communication with the first computer by 
using IPSec process, 
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wherein 

the high security level means that-the interface device in the corresponding 

storage system is capable of the ciphered communication by using IPSec process. 

4. (Currently Amended) A computer system according to claim 3, 

wherein the second computer selects a first storage system, which has a first 

interface device that can execute a ciphered communication with the first computer 
by using IPSec process, of the plurality of storage systems if the reguest indicates to 
create a first logical volume with which the first computer can communicate with the 
high security level, and sends a first command to the first storage system, 

wherein the first command is a command for interrelating the storag e ar e a first 
logical volume to be created to the first interface device capable of ciphered 
communication by using the IPSec process l ocat e d in the first storage system, 
wherein 

in accordance with the first command, the first storage system interrelates the 

created storage area first logical volume to the first interface device capable of the 
ciphered communication by using the IPSec process, 
wherein 

the second computer notifies the first computer of address information as the 

path information in the network assigned to the first interface device capable of the 
ciphered communication by using the IPSec process. 
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5. (Currently Amended) A computer system according to claim 3, 

wherein the second computer selects a first storage system, which has a first 

interface device and a second interface device each of which can execute a ciphered 
communication with the first computer by using IPSec process, of the plurality of 
storage systems if the reguest indicates to create a first logical volume with which the 
first computer can communicate with the high security level, and sends a first 
command to the first storage system, 

wherein the first command is a command for interrelating the storag e ar e a first 
logical volume to the first and second interface devices capable o f the ciphered 
communication by using the IPSec process plural l y found locat e d in the first storage 
system, 
wherein 

in accordance with the first command, the first storage system interrelates the 

created storag e ar e a first logical volume to the first and second interface device 
capable of the ciphered communication by using the IPSec process, 
wherein 

the second computer notifies the first computer of address information as the 

path information in the network assigned to each of the first and second interface 
devices capable of the ciphered communication by using the IPSec process. 

6. (Currently Amended) A computer system according to claim 5, 
wherein 
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the second computer further includes second information about the - first 

computer (her ei nafter, "s e cond i nformation") connect coyeled to the network that can 
use the storag e ar e a first logical volume in the first storage system, 
wh e re i n 

th e comput e r i ssues a r e qu e st for forward i ng, to th e s e cond comput e r, 

i nformation about tho storag e ar e a ava il ab l e therefor, and 
wherein * 

based on the second information, the second computer transmits, to the first 

computer having issued the forward i ng request, the path information to the storag e 
afea- first logical volume in tho storag e ar e a that is available for the first computer. 

7. (Currently Amended) A computer system according to claim 6, 

wherein, after receiving the notice from the one of the plurality of storage 

systems , the second computer registers, with the second information, information 
about the first computer having requested creation of the storag e ar e a logical volume 
when notifying the first computer of the path information about the storag e ar e a 
logical volume created in the one of the plurality of storage systems. 

8. (Currently Amended) A computer system according to claim 1 , 

wherein. the information about the plurality of storage systems is 

information about the security level of- each of the plurality of t he-storage systems 
and the first computer 
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wherein 

the request of the first computer is a request for creating the storag e 

afea loaical volume , 
wherein 

the second computer checks the security level of the first computer based on 

the information, selects a first storage system of the plurality of storage systems 
meeting the security level of the first computer based on the information, and 
commands the first storage system to create the storag e ar e a logical volume 
depending on the security level of the first computer. 

9. (Currently Amended) A computer system according to claim 8, 

wherein the first computer and each of the plurality of storage systems have 

an interface device coupled to the network for communicating with each other via the 
network, 

wherein the information about the security level is information about whether 
or not athe interface device in each of the storage systems ef and the first computer 
us e d for conn e ct i on w i th th e n e twork can execute a nciphered communication by 
using an IPSec process, 
wherein 

when the security level of the first computer is in a level fravifra -that the first 

computer has a first interface device which can execute ciphered communication by 
using the dev i c e capab le of the IPSec process, the second computer selects the first 
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storage system which has a second interface device which can execute ciphered 
communication by using the IPSec process, and commands the first storage system 
to interrelate t ho command is a command for i nterre l at i ng the storag e area logical 
volume to the second interface device capable of the ciphered communication by 
using the IPSec process out of oth e rs l ocat e d in the first storage system. 

10. (Currently Amended) A computer system according to claim 1 , 
wherein 

the information about the storage system is information about whether or not 

aan interface deviee -device, which each of I fi-the plurality of storage system s has, 
and used for conn e ction coupling with the network can execute ciphered 
communication by using an IPSec process, 
wherein 

the request of the first computer is a request for creating the storag e 

afe alogical volume , 
wherein 

based on the request for creating the storage ar e a logical volume , the second 

computer selects a first storage system of the plurality of storage systems that has a 
first interface device which can execute the ciphered communication by using the 
IPSec process, and transmits a command to the first storage system for creating the 
storage ar e a logical volume i nt e rr el at i ng related to the first interface device capable 
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of the ciphered communication by using the IPSec process l ocat e d in the first 
storage system, 
wherein 

in accordance with the command, the first storage system creates the logical 

volume and interrelates the created storag e ar e a logical volume to the first interface 
device capable o f the ciphered communication by using the IPSec process, 
wherein 

the second computer notifies the first computer of address information as the 

path information in the network assigned to the first interface device capable of the 
ciphered communication by using the IPSec process. 

1 1 . (Currently Amended) A computer system according to claim 1 , 
wherein 

the information about the storage system is information about whether or not 

a an interface device , which each of the plurality of - ie-the storage systems has, and 
used for conn e ction coupling with the network can execute ciphered communication 
bv using an IPSec process, 
wherein 

the request of the first computer is a request for creating the storag e 

are alogical volume . 
wherein 
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based on the request for creating the storag e ar e a loqical volume , the second 

computer selects a first storage system of the plurality of storage systems which has 
a first interface device and a second interface device each of which can execute the 
ciphered communication by using IPSec process, and transmits a command to the 
first storage system for creating the storage ar e a looical volume , 
wherein 

in accordance with the command, the first storage system creates the logical 

volume, and interrelates the created storage ar e a logical volume to the first and 
second interface devices capable of the ciphered communication by using the IPSec 

wherein 

the second computer notifies the first computer of address information as the 

path information in the network assigned to each of the first and second interface 
devices capable of the ciphered communication by using the IPSec process. 

12. (Currently Amended) A computer according to claim 1 , 
wherein 

the information about the storage system is information about whether or not 

a an interface device A if iwhich each of the plurality of storage system s has, and used 
for conn e ct i on coupling with the network can execute ciphered communication by 
using an IPSec process, 
wherein 
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the request of the first computer is a request for creating the storag e 

afe alogical volume , 
wherein 

based on the request for creating the storag e ar e a loqical volume , the second 

compute r selects a first storage system which has a first interface device which can 
execute the ciphered communication by using the IPSec process and has a second 
interface device which cannot execute the ciphered communication, and transmits a 
command to the first storage system for creating the storag e ar ea loqical volume , 
wherein 

in accordance with the command, the first storage system creates the logical 

volume and interrelates the created storag e ar e a logical volume to the first interface 
device capable of the ciphered communication by using the IPSec process and to 
the second interface device incapable of the ciphered communication th e I PS e c 
proc e ss , 
wherein 

the second computer notifies the first computer of address information as the 

path information in the network assigned to the first interface device capab le of th e 
IPSoo process and address information in the network assigned to the second 
interface device i ncapabl e of th e I PS e c proc e ss . 

13. (Currently Amended) A computer system according to claim 12, 
wherein 
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the first computer selects a p ie c e one e f- address included in the address 

information p l ura ll y received from the second computer to make access to the 
-logical volume efin the first storage system. 



14. (Currently Amended) A computer system according to claim 13, 
wherein 



-when the first computer is in need of the high security level for a 



proc e ss accessing to the logical volume in the first storage system , the first computer 
selects the address information corresponding to the the first interface device capable 
of the ciphered communication by using the IPSec process to make access to the 
-logical volume in the first storage system. 



1 5. (Currently Amended) A management computer conn e ct coupl ed to a 
computer and a plurality of storage systems, comprising: 
a control section; 
ajnemory; and 

an interface to be conn e ct coupl ed to a network having a conn e ct i on and being 
coupled with the computer and the plurality of storage systems, 
wherein 

the memory includes information indicating whether or not aan interface 

device , which each of the plurality of4 fnthe storage systems has, to be 
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conn e ct e d coupled to the network is capable of ciphered communication by using an 
IPSec process, wherein 

when the computer makes a request to create a otoraae ar e a logical volume 

constructed on a physical disk device in one of the plurality of storage systems over 
the interface, the control section selects a first storage system which has a first 
interface device which can execute the ciphered communication by using the IPSec, 
and transmits, to the first storage system, a command for creating the storag e ar e a 
logical volume to i nterrelat e s and interrelating to the first interface device capable of 
the ciphered communication by using t he IPSec process based on the request, 
wherein 

after receiving a completion notice from the first storage system, the 

management computer i s notifi e d notifies the computer of address information 
assigned to a the first interface device capable of the ciphered communication by 
using the IPSec process. 

16-17. (Canceled) 

1 8. (Currently Amended) A computer system, comprising: 
a first computer; 

a storage system to be conn e ct e d coupled with the first computer over a 
network; and 
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a second computer to be connect coupl ed to the first computer and the storage 
system, 

wherein the first computer sends a request for creating a logical volume 

constructed on a physical disk in the storage system to the second computer, 

wherein the second computer has i ncludes information about whether a -each 
of a plurality of interface devices in the storage system used for connect i on couplinq 
with the network is capable of ciphered communication with the first computer by 
using an IPSec process, s ele ots decides . in response to a the request for cr e ating a 
storage area i nterrelated to th e d e vic e capab le of th e I PS e c proc e ss of th e comput e r , 
the which storage system meetsin§ the request based on the information, and 
transmits a command to the s e l e ct e d decided storage system for creating the logical 
volume and for interrelating the storage area logical volume used by the first 
computer to one of the plurality of interface the-devices capable of the ciphered 
communication by using the IPSec process l ocated in the storage system, 
wherein 

the storage system creates the logical volume and interrelates the created 

storag e ar e a logical volume to the one of the plurality of interface devices capable of 
the ciphered communication by using the IPSec process in accordance with the 
command, and forwards to the second computer ef-a creation completion notice, 
wherein 
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the second computer notifies the first computer of address information in the 

network assigned to one of the plurality of interface t fre-devices capable of the 
ciphered communication by using the IPSec process, 
wherein 

based on the address information, the first computer makes access to the 

storag e ar e a logical volume in the storage system via the one of the plurality of 
interface devices capable of the ciphered communication by using the IPSec 
process. 
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